c-myc Oncogene expression in colorectal cancer: its use in prognosis and role in colorectal carcinogenesis.
Expression of the c-myc oncogene was studied in 35 cases of colorectal cancer. Elevated expression was found in 46% (16/35) of cases. This elevated c-myc expression was not significantly correlated with tumour stage, tumour size, tumour differentiation or carcinoembryonic antigen gene expression, demonstrating that it is not a useful prognostic indicator in colorectal cancer. The role of c-myc in colorectal carcinogenesis is discussed in the light of these findings and of the recent advances in molecular biology.